[Ectopic hormone secretion by neuroendocrine tumors].
Ectopic hormone production is a rare complication in neuroendocrine tumors. Tumors producing corticotropin-releasing hormone (CRH) and adrenocorticotropic hormone (ACTH) are most commonly observed, leading to the classical symptoms of Cushing’s syndrome. Additionally, a very low percentage of neuroendocrine tumors can produce growth hormone-releasing hormone (GHRH) leading to classical features of acromegaly. Moreover, ectopic antidiuretic hormone (ADH) secretion has been described in neuroendocrine tumors presenting as hyponatremia due to the syndrome of inappropriate ADH secretion. Other ectopic hormone secretions, such as paraneoplastic gonadotropin release are rarely observed. Ectopic hormone secretion is not usually associated with a detectable pituitary mass and diagnosis is based on the measurement of circulating peptides. This is frequently assisted by imaging techniques, such as somatostatin receptor scintigraphy. Therapeutically a curative approach is the primary goal but in advanced tumors palliative treatment aims to control symptoms with the help of specific antihormonal compounds, such as somatostatin analogues.